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BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING  

held on Tuesday 26th May 2026 at 7.00p.m. in the Village Hall, Boxford. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs C Parr, C Lawson, H Watts, J King, and A Troke. Z Rumsey (Clerk). CCllr Robert Lindsay, 
10 members of the public.  
 
As apologies were received from Cllr Warren, it was voted and resolved that Cllr Parr chair the meeting. 
 
1. Election of Chair 

Cllr Warren previously advised that he would continue to stand as Chair, this was voted and resolved.  

2. Election of Vice Chair 
It was resolved to carry this item over to the next meeting. 

3. Co-option of new Councillors 
It was previously suggested that new members should be met with prior to co-option. As Cllr Warren was 
unable to arrange a suitable meeting time prior to the meeting, it was resolved to postpone the co-option 
of new councillors until next month’s meeting. 

4. Apologies of Absence:  
Cllr D Warren (Chair) and C Jackson, DCllr Hurren. It was resolved to accept the apologies.  

5. Declarations of Interest by Councillors:  
None received. 

6. Approval of Minutes of 28th April 2026:  
It was resolved to accepted the minutes as correct and these were signed by the Chair.  

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
The grass has been cut on School Hill but not enough to restore the pathway width. This will be mentioned 
to the contractor. Action: Cllr Warren. 

Contact will be made with DCllr Hurren to request that the Goodlands developer returns the sign, the 
fence re-erected at the back of the car park and to ask what is happening to the land that looks overgrown 
to the right of the development, which is assumed the developer’s land. Action: Clerk  

8. Public Participation- Views / Questions from the Public: 
A resident updated the PC on the correspondence received from BDC regarding Primrose Walk. It was 
suggested that an email be sent to DCllr Hurren to ask where are the legal department in getting the land 
transferred, have the owners of the land agreed to transfer to the Woodland Trust? Action: Clerk 

It was request that CCllr Lindsay look into the repainting of the existing white and yellow lines in the 
village, this has been ongoing for some time. Action: CCllr Lindsay  

It was also asked how parking is policed? It was requested that an email be sent to DCllr Hurren to ask 
what was the frequency of parking wardens in the village for each of the past 3 months, together with 
any notices issued? Action: Clerk 

9. Presentation from Playing Fields Committee 
Members of the playing field committee gave a presentation on the ideas being put forward to improve 
the playing field area to make suitable for all weathers and ages and a variety of sports. 
 

10. District Council Report: 
No report was received from DCllr Hurren.  

County Council Report: 
CCllr Lindsay sent the attached report prior to the meeting.  CCllr Lindsay introduced himself as the newly 
elected County Councillor for the Cosford District.  
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Boxford 20mph Scheme, it was asked that pressure be put on the Highways engineer to respond to the 
PC response regarding the initial report that was received following the onsite meeting. CCllr Lindsay 
reported that Highways need to be reassured that funds are available or the PC are willing to look into 
funding before expensive design works are completed. 

Proposed yellow lines, no update but will chase. 

Hadleigh to Sudbury bus, contracts are being reviewed, they have to meet targets to continue with 
funding. 

Improvement of safety features relating to the crossing point of Stone Street and the A1071 should be 
considered as a CC Highways responsibility. Action: CCllr Linday & Cllr Parr 

11. Review of previous action points: 
None. 

12. To consider annual subscription to SALC: 
It was resolved to renew the subscription with SALC. 

13. Finance:  
a) RFO Report   

b) Authorise payments   
SALC £541.22 – It was resolved to approve the payment 

c) Consider Internal Auditors report and make comments to recommendations 
1. (page 3) The Council should note that in March 2025 NALC updated Model Standing Order section 

18 and 14… Could should aim to adopt these updated Standing Orders as soon as possible. The 

22nd April 2026 Opening Bank Balances:  £135,145.23

Income: 

£8,221.52 VAT return payment  

£8,221.52 Total

The following pre-agreed payments paid: - 

Date paid Payee Amount Details

27/04/2026 Freethought £391.68 Microsoft subscription

BT Payphones £1.00 Adoption of Red Kiosk

30/04/2026 Zoe Rumsey £477.81 Clerks Salary

Unity Bank £7.00 Bank Fee

19/05/2026 Starboard Systems £27.60 Scribe Cemetery

Boxford Village Hall £41.00 Hall hire

HMRC £146.43 PAYE

Mortimer Contracts £1,548.00 Public Realm contractor

20/05/2026 E.ON £31.50 Bell House Electricity

The sum of the payments:  £2,672.02

20th May 2026 Closing Bank balances:

Community Account  £57,773.49

Deposit Account £34,843.31

Reserve Account  £48,077.93

Total £140,694.73

Opening balance + Income - Outgoings £140,694.73
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Clerk made comment that the updated SO’s were adopted in Oct 2025 so believes that this comment 
is wrong.  

2. (page 4) Council should seek to address the outstanding audit comment and evidence within the 
minutes the actual budget being set… Noted, the Clerk will ensure comments are made in next years 
minutes.  

3. (page 20) Expand minutes to demonstrate the impact that the precept would have on a band D 
dwelling. Noted, the Clerk will ensure this is added to next years minutes.  

4. (page 20) Loose leaf minutes to be numbered consecutively and signed by Chair. The Clerk made 
comment that the pages are numbered and each page of the physical minutes are initialled and signed 
by the Chair. An electronic signature will be added to the online minutes.  

d) Approve Section 1 of the AGAR for the year ending 31st March 2026 
It was resolved to approve Section 1 of the AGAR and these were signed by the Chair and Clerk. 

e) Approve Section 2 of the AGAR for the year ending 31st March 2026 
It was resolved to approve Section 2 of the AGAR and these were signed by the Chair and Clerk. 

f) Approve Explanation of Significant Variances where required 
It was resolved to approve explanations. 

g) Approve CIL annual Return 2025/26 
It was resolved to approve Annual CIL Return and this was signed by the Chair and Clerk. 

 
14. Planning: 

a) Report on Decisions from the Planning Authority 
DC/26/00574 6 Brook Hall Road - Grant 
DC/26/01523 2 The Causeway - Raise no Objections 
DC/26/00411/00412 Box House, Swan Street – Grant 

b) Consider the following items: -  
DC/26/01761 - Willow Cottage, 32 Stone Street, Boxford – Planning Application. Amalgamation of 2no 
semi-detached cottages into one dwelling, including the demolition of rear additions and construction of 
a single storey rear extension. Replacement windows and the relocation of entrance doors. One new 
rooflight. Air source heat pump replacing oil boiler. Rear terrace and landscaping. 

DC/26/01762 - Willow Cottage, 32 Stone Street – Application for Listed Building Consent. Amalgamation 
of two listed semi-detached cottages into one dwelling, including the demolition of the existing rear 
additions and the construction of a new single storey rear extension. Replacement windows and the 
relocation of entrance doors. One new rooflight. Minor internal layout alterations. Air source heat pump 
system in place of oil boiler system. Rear terrace and landscaping. 

It was resolved to raise no objection to both applications. 

c) Any other urgent planning matters:     
None 

d) Other comments made 
It was requested that the Planning department be contacted to ask for status update regarding the 
application for The Fleece. 

15. Annual Review of documents and policies 
a) Asset Register  
Cllr Parr informed the Councillors that the asset insurance values have been reviewed resulting in an 
increase for insurance purposes to £118,079.49. It was resolved to approve the asset register. Action: 
Clerk to notify insurers and check public liability covers 
 

16. Update on 20mph speed limit  
Councillors are still waiting on a response from the Highways Engineers, although costings have been 
received, there are elements that do not reflect on what was initially discussed. It was commented that 
the PC should start to look at funding. 
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17. Adoption of red kiosk 
The Clerk advised that contracts have now been signed and the PC are now owners of the red kiosk 
outside the White Hart pub, for the cost of £1. It was previously suggested that the defib from The Fleece 
be moved to the kiosk but it was not clear who this belonged to. This will need to be looked into or costs 
out forward to purchase a new defib.    

18. Clerks Correspondence 
None 

19. Member’s Reports  
Cllr Parr informed the meeting suggestions have been put forward to the Church at their Annual Parish 
Church meeting regarding enhancing facilities. This is being looked into. A response has still not been 
received from the diocese regarding the car park.  

Feedback has been received regarding the Annual Parish Meeting; it was felt that the meeting was rushed 
and did not work; it was commented that it may not have been a good idea to hold on the same evening 
as a PC meeting. Views are to hold another meeting later in the year to give those that gave a report the 
chance to speak. 
 

20. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 23rd June 2026 
 

 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 20.53.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Signed……………………………………………………  Date…………………………………………………… 
 

D Warren 23.06.2026 



Boxford Parish report by Robert Lindsay county cllr 20.5.26 

County Election and the new Cosford 
I am pleased to have been elected as your new county councillor.  
While I have met many Boxford residents on the doorstep, I look forward to working 
with and getting to know the parish council and other residents in the months ahead. 
As you know, boundary changes mean that Boxford is now part of Cosford division, 
an area I have been representing for the past nine years. 
The division has now become larger. I had been representing 18 villages, but four 
villages to the East were taken out of it, while Milden and six other villages, including 
Little Waldingfield and Alpheton, have been added, making a total of 21. 
From the northermost hamlet, Cross Green in Cockfield, to the southernmost, 
Hagmore Green, Boxford, the new division is about 15 miles long and 10 miles wide 
at its widest part. 
I think I’d better say from the outset that given the large number of parish councils, 
attendance at every one of them will be impossible, especially given that many 
meetings occur at the same time.  
I do aim to focus on meeting the parish councillors of the seven villages that are new 
to me to start with so that we can get to know and trust each other in the two short 
years the county council has left of its existence.  
 
The new county council 
The elections cut the Conservative councillor numbers down from 55 to just nine with 
Reform winning 41 out of 70 seats, enough to form an administration on their own. 
Greens increased seats from nine to 13 – making us the official opposition - while 
LibDem and Labour seat numbers were roughly halved. 
  
Reform          41 
Green            13 
Conservative  9 
LD                   2 
Labour            2 
Independent   2 
 
At this stage it is not clear what Reform’s policies are on county council matters. 
There are press reports that the chairman of Ipswich Reform Party has banned its 
new councillors in Ipswich from talking to the press.  
Michael Hadwen, Reform councillor for Felixstowe was elected leader of the group 
and of the council at our first full council meeting on Thursday 21st May. 
I and my fellow Green councillors will do our best to hold the Reform administration 
to account for its two year term. I have been made opposition spokesperson for 
Highways and Transport.  
At the first meeting, in response to a Labour motion calling for the building of an 
Ipswich northern bypass, the administration agreed to refer a review of all possible 
actions to tackling Ipswich congestion to the cabinet. 
 
Question mark over unitaries 
As you probably know, the Government decided recently to opt for creating three 
new unitary councils across Suffolk in May 2028, to replace the existing district and 
county councils. I felt this was the best outcome of the two options available, as 



councils are better able to serve their residents if they are nearer to them. 
Reform’s new leader has said he does not like this decision and will seek a judicial 
review.   
My feeling is that the Government have followed due process in making their 
decision – whether or not one likes the outcome. I would have preferred it if the new 
county administration was prepared to work with the district councils towards 
preparing for three unitaries as so that they are as effective as possible for residents 
when they start in two years’ time. Residents will not be best served by more 
uncertainty.  
  
Two more elections in next two years - 2027, 2028   
  
If the Government does stick to its plan, in a year’s time, in May 2027, there will be 
elections of “shadow” unitary councillors – in our area for the new unitary of West 
Suffolk. Those elected will not actually be representing residents until the unitaries 
are legally created with full staff in May 2028. 
Alongside this, the Government is creating the office of a Norfolk and Suffolk Mayor, 
elected by all the voters in the two counties. That election is scheduled to happen in 
May 2028 and the mayor will take office straight away. Again, nobody knows at this 
stage whether the new administrations at Norfolk and Suffolk will co-operate with 
Government on this or try to stymie the plan for a Mayor. 
 
Boxford 20mph scheme 
 
Now we have costs for the 20mph scheme, I have asked for clarity on signage for it. I know 
from past experience of these schemes, that they will require some clarity themselves from 
the parish council on whether and how you can fund it if you want to proceed. 
The costs quoted for the 20mph scheme appear to me to about in line with other schemes I 
have been involved with. 
 
Boxford Yellow lines 
I have also asked what is happening with the proposed new yellow lines by the church and 
if the existing white and yellow lines can be repainted.  As yet I have not had a reply on 
these.  
 
Hadleigh to Sudbury bus 
I have also asked about the funding situation for the bus between Hadleigh and Sudbury.  
The funding basis was initially on an annual basis, but the Government has decided to make 
bus grants a three year settlement for financial years 2026/27, 2027/28 and 2028/29. The 
Govt can withhold the second or third year of funding if the county fails to meet its targets 
for passenger numbers. So Highways is now reviewing all subsidised bus contracts to decide 
which should continue. Bus officer Simon Barnett tells me that the indications are that the 
service is performing in line with expectations and so, providing people keep taking the bus 
in the same sort of numbers as presently, the service is safe up to 2029. Likewise the 
additional Sunday service. But this began only in September, so will not be reviewed until 
they have a full year of data.    
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