Boxford Parish Council — Village AGM, Saturday, 26™ April 2025

It's been another busy year for the PC. There have been changes to the PC:

New chair x 2;

New clerk — thanks to Zoe for getting up to speed so efficiently;

New PC councillors x 2 — welcome to Peter and Carl + 1 returning PC member (Kevin).

Among the projects we've been involved in:

The Croft — purchase completed last summer.

Gates and bollards — locality award from Babergh via Bryn.

Recent work — thank you to Charlie Smith, our contractor, who many of you will know:

- trees made safe and non-native laurel (a monster!) reduced to create space for native
species (not removed entirely as it has a history and it was so big — it will regrow, but we
can keep it under control now);

- new wetland area created;

- old pond restored;

- path has been widened and surfaced to keep it accessible in wet weather.

Next stage replanting — emphasis on native species, particularly wild fruit trees to provide

blossom, fruit and autumn colour, underplanted with bulbs — bluebells, snowdrops etc.

All ideas welcome!

Let us know about any interesting wildlife you spot in there.

The Old Gaol

Not quite completed yet, but big thank you to the volunteers who have worked hard to get it to
the current stage. Will be repository for information, historic and current, about Boxford. Focus
for visitors.

Other focus on putting Boxford on the tourist map — completion of a Discover Suffolk leaflet
describing 3 walks around Boxford, Edwardstone, Groton. Available from the White Hart, Post
Office and via Discover Suffolk website and mobile app. Also available — local walks on my
website, Woman Who Walks. Those who haven’t come across it, Clare Balding’s “Ramblings”
Radio 4 programme featuring Boxford.

Public Realm sub-committee have worked on various improvements to the appearance and
functioning of the village centre, including:

Full survey and overhaul of street lighting, including new light at junction of Ash St/Butcher’s
Lane and repairs to lighting in School Hill;

Organising a comprehensive clearing of drains so that they should cope better with heavy
rainfall;

Restoration of church clock and arrangements for ongoing maintenance.



Cemetery sub-committee (otherwise known as David Warren) has set about improving the
appearance of the cemetery with various tidying up operations including tree maintenance and
improved grass cutting. Also ongoing project being led by our clerk, Zoe, to create a clearer
and more efficient system for numbering plots and general record-keeping. Should make
future planning simpler.

The PC has also agreed to fund the ongoing maintenance and cutting of the cricket pitch which
a team of volunteers re-established last summer, so we hope that leather on willow can
continue to be part of the Boxford summer soundscape.

We were also able to apply on behalf of Natural Boxford Energy Group for funding from
Babergh locality award towards the thermal camera imaging project which they carried out in
January. [Jono to report on this]

Ongoing projects also include finally getting 20mph speed limit through village centre. Still
progressing through Suffolk Highways, but everything now in place from PC’s point of view,
so we hope to see it in place this year.

Also introducing parking restrictions around the pinch point near church. Yellow lines still
making their way through Suffolk Highways, but again, everything apart from the legal
processes now seems to be in place so should be there some time this year.

On the subject of parking, there has been progress during the year towards creating the long-
promised village car park, although we are not yet at a stage to make any firm announcements.
We will, of course, report back at one of our meetings as soon as we have news to share.

We remain aware of the ever-increasing traffic problem in Stone Street. While we haven’t been
able to convince Suffolk Highways of the need for speed restrictions as such, we will continue
to keep this on their radar and to support any efforts to introduce a workable traffic
management scheme. Stone Street, you are not forgotten.

This brings me on to our other, less visible, ongoing responsibilities. The chief of these is our
function as a consultee on all the planning applications made within Boxford parish and some
of the adjacent parishes where a proposed development impacts on our village. It’s ourjob to
make sure that there is some input to planning decisions at the most local level. We take this
responsibility seriously, even though it can be time-consuming and sometimes frustrating. We
scrutinise all the applications we receive, we give everyone the chance to have their views
heard at our meetings and we raise any concerns that we have with Babergh. Where
necessary, we try to challenge decisions which, as some of you will be aware, can be — let’s
just say — surprising. There have been occasions since I've been on the PC, including this
year, where planning officers appear to have taken leave of their senses and although we



have no real power to stop bad decisions being made, we can and do continue to ensure that
Babergh Planning know that we are on their case.

Related to the subject of planning, as you know, the PC undertook a Housing Needs Survey
in conjunction with Community Action Suffolk this year to provide some guidance on the
number and nature of housing which residents of Boxford felt they will need in the near future.
A total of 190 households responded, which was a healthy percentage of the total
guestionnaires sent out. The results have now been analysed and the executive summary of
that analysis (a fairly long document) is available (or soon will be) on the PC website. (The
whole report has not been released yet and some aspects of it will not be made publicly
accessible, as it contains commercially sensitive information.) A big thank you to Hugh
Phillips, who kindly volunteered to continue to be the main point of contact and lead on this
project after he stepped down from the PC. Thank you, Hugh.

Of course, from time to time, Boxford receives bad news. This year, it was the unwelcome
announcement that Hadleigh GP practice intended to close Boxford surgery. The strength of
feeling about this was clear from the attendance at the meeting which took place last October.
However, we are lucky to have a strong and reliable group of willing volunteers in the village
and we are very grateful to the team, led by Colin Parr and David Burden, who stepped in to
put forward our views as strongly as possible to the decision-making board. While the current
position is still that the surgery will be allowed to close, Boxford is not going down without a
fight — a big thank you to Colin and David for all their efforts. Watch this space.

However, Boxford remains a vibrant, thriving village, thanks to all the people, many of whom
are in this room today, who give up their time and expend their efforts in keeping all our village
societies and interests groups going. We are tremendously lucky to live in or have access to
Boxford, which in my opinion remains by far the most attractive and community-focused village
in this part of Suffolk. Thank you, all of you.

Finally, a big thank you to the BFG for providing the refreshments this morning — thank you,
BFG.

And finally, finally, we still have vacancies on the PC, so if you have ever thought about
becoming a parish councillor, please give it some more thought. We are always ready to talk
to any potential new councillors and explain what it involves. We’re waiting for your call!



