BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING
held on Tuesday 27" May 2025 at 7.00p.m. in the Village Hall, Boxford.

PRESENT: Clirs L Wortley (Chair), D Warren, C Lawson, P Watt. Z Rumsey (Clerk), and 5 members of
the public attended in person. No Video link was requested.

1.

Election of Chair:

An email was received from Clir Wortley prior to the meeting with her resignation from the Council.
Councillors present were not willing to take on the role of Chair and therefore it was resolved that Clir
Wortley would Chair the meeting and would remain as Chair for the month following but wished for it to
be noted that her resignation still stands and another Councillor would need to be elected as Chair at
the following meeting.

Election of Vice Chair:
No Vice Chair was elected; it was resolved to make an agenda item for the next meeting.

Apologies:

CClIr J Finch & DCIIr Hurren.

Apologies were received from Clir K Couling due to a prior commitment; an email was received prior to
the meeting from Clir V Strafford informing of his absence from the meeting due to personal
circumstances. It was resolved to accept the absences.

Declarations of Interest by Councillors:
Cllir Warren declared an interest in the invoice to be reimbursed.

Approval of Minutes of 22" April 2025:
It was resolved to accepted the minutes as correct and these were signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising from the Minutes:

Housing Needs Survey — The Executive Summary is now uploaded to the BPC website.

Parking, Church Street — Due to complications with signage, double yellow lines will be installed at the
pinch-point only, these not requiring any signage on the nearby houses. The clerk will contact highways
to confirm this.

Parking, Brook Hall Road — waiting on a decision from BDC.

A planning application has been made for works to be carried out on some of the trees in the cemetery.
This will be done in stages as it will be a costly procedure.

Questions from the Public:

A resident wished to comment that the sign for “parking for Primrose Wood” has still not been replaced
at Goodlands. This will be passed on to DClIr Hurren.

A resident asked if it was possible for the PC to arrange for the centre of the village to be swept as it
is looking untidy. It was commented that this is the responsibility of BDC and it has been noted at a
previous meeting that it was difficult to sweep areas where cars are parked.

A resident pointed out that letters had been sent into the BRN regarding Bowls members parking at
the top of The Croft and causing problems in the village; it was asked if the PC could get involved. A
member of public, who is also a member at the Bowls Club informed the meeting that the Bowls
members are aware of the situation, the letters have been displayed on the noticeboard at the Club. It
was resolved that there was no action required from the PC.

The meeting was informed that the Old Gaol should be open by the Boxford Open Gardens. Councillors
wished to thank the team for their hard work in preparing the Old Gaol.

The meeting was updated on the closure of the surgery; there has been little communication between
the ICB, the Hadleigh Centre and the community. The volunteer group are looking for mitigation and
are still working hard to support the village.



8. District Council Report:
DClIr Hurren was not present at the meeting.

10.

County Council Report:
The attached report was received and distributed to Parish Councillors ahead of the meeting. As CClir
Finch was not present at the meeting, it was not discussed.

Finance — Bank Balances and previously agreed payments.

23rd April 2025 Opening Bank Balances: £741,094.86.

Income: £210.00 Cemetery fee, £466.57 VAT return totalling £676.57.
The following pre-agreed payments paid: -

25/04/25 Community Action Suffolk £2,176.62 Housing Needs Survey

Boxford Village Hall £41.00 May Hall Hire

Mortimer Contracts £930.00 Grass Contract

Vertas Group £856.37 Playing Fields Grass Cutting
Mortimer Contracts £510.00 Grass Contract

28/04/25 Suffolk County Council £2,319.19 Street Light Maintenance

Suffolk County Council £2,767.84 Lighting Column Ash Street
Charlie Smith £9,360.00 The Croft works

30/04/25 Zoe Rumsey £454.09 Clerks Salary
14/05/25 HMRC £135.97 PAYE

16/05/25 E.ON £31.50 Bell House Electricity
The sum of the payments made was £79,582.58.

22nd April 2025 Closing Bank balances:
Community Account £42,885.50
Deposit Account £34,368.14

Reserve Account £44,935.21

Total of £122,188.85

Consider the following items: -

a)

b)

c)
d)

)

9)

Authorise payments

Safety Signs for The Croft & Chain for Cemetery £19.99 (Reimburse DW)

F.L Equestrian £380.00

S.L Faiers £140.65

F.J Corner £696.29

SALC Councillor Training (PW & CL) £158.40

SALC Clerk Training (Cemetery) £114.00

SCC Church Street Yellow Lines £7,965.44

Boxford Village Hall £41.00

It was resolved to approve all payments.

Year End Accounts

The Clerk provided the Councillors with a detailed analysis report of each of the budgeted
headings. It was resolved to accept the accounts.

To approve Section 1 of the AGAR for the year ending 31st March 2025

It was resolved to approve Section 1 and this was duly signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

To approve Section 2 of the AGAR for the year ending 31st March 2025

It was resolved to approve Section 2 and this was duly signed by the Chair and the Clerk.

To note explanation of quantified significant variances

The Clerk explained the variances and it was resolved to accept these as correct.

Approve Vertas fees

Following from the previous meeting, details of the contract have now been received from Vertas
and it was resolved to accept the increase of £294.42.

To approve CIL return 2024/2025

The Clerk previously sent around the CIL return form as a zero return; it was commented that it
was thought a CIL payment should have been received for the development at Goodlands. The



Clerk commented that it was thought this had not been received and will double check and make
contact with BDC if necessary. The approval of the CIL return will therefore be carried forward to
next month’s meeting.

11. Planning — Report on Decisions from the Planning Authority.
DC/24/03130 — Cygnet House — Granted
DC/25/01397 — The Old Manse — Raise no Objections
DC/25/01676 — Firs Farm — Formal approval not required
DC/25/00687 — Kiln Place — Granted
DC/25/01299 — Hildon House — Granted
DC/25/01410 — 32 Swan Street — Granted
DC/25/01978 — 28 Cox Hill — Raise no Objections
DC/25/01936 — Cemetery — Grant
Consider the following items: -

a)

b)

DC/25/02083 — 38 Swan Street, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5NZ. Full Planning Application -
Erection of 1 no. self-build/custom build dwelling. It was resolved to object to the application on the
following grounds: Concerns were raised regarding another house being built in Swan Street,
Councillors feel this part of the village is already overdeveloped. It is believed the application was
previously rejected in 2013 and the same concerns still apply. The materials proposed are not
compatible with a Conservation Area.

DC/25/02205 — Lapwing, White Street Green, Polstead, CO10 5JN. Householder Application -
Erection of a single storey front porch. Clir Wortley thought this was an error and should not have
been received by Boxford Parish Council. The Clerk will make contact with the Planning
Department but the PC resolved that they have no objections should the Planning Department
wish them to make comment.

Any other urgent planning matters:

DC/25/02205 — The Grange, Stone Street, Boxford, CO10 5NR. Application for Listed Building
Consent - Construct 16 No. Solar PV Panels to roof slope and Battery Storage. As this is the same
details as the application DC/25/01457, it was resolved offer the same comments as previously
discussed.

12. Cemetery and Churchyard
As commented above, an application for works to trees in the cemetery was made and has been
approved. There are 7 trees in total that need to be worked on, Clir Warren will obtain a quote and it

will

be considered whether the works will be carried out in stages.

13. Environmental and Ecology
Nothing to report.

14. Public Realms
DCIlIr Hurren has sent correspondence that there appears to be an overlap between BDC grass cutting
and the PC contractor. Clir Warren will speak with the contractor and discuss with DClIr Hurren.

15. Appointment of Sub Committees and Representatives

As

members were missing from the meeting, it was though it would be best to postpone the

appointments to the next meeting.

16. Member’s Reports
Nothing to report.

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 20.28.

Signed




A Summary for the Boxford Annual Parish Meeting
27 May 2025
10 Key Activities for the year 2024 - 2025

» New Independent Chair appointed to drive forward SEND reform. -
April 23
Suffolk County Council can announce that Kathryn Boulton has been appointed as the new
independent chair of the Local Area Partnership’s SEND Improvement Board. She has 37
years of experience working in children’s services, most recently acting as Corporator Director
of Children and Family Services at Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council.
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision is delivered by the Local Area
Partnership in Suffolk, which includes Suffolk County Council, NHS Suffolk and North-East
Essex Integrated Care Board and NHS Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care Board.

e The SEND Improvement Board was set up in response to the inspection of SEND
services in Suffolk in November 2023
e Councillors approved an extra £9.1 million for SEND services in July 2024

e InJanuary 25 - Department for Education welcomes SEND improvements and
evidence of impact, but all recognise there are still challenges to overcome.

» Over 400 Suffolk roads upgraded as largest ever surfacing project - May
2024 - 2025

Residents across Suffolk are set to benefit from 421 newly surfaced roads this year (1 April -
31 March )- almost doubling the number of roads completed last year, as Suffolk Highways’
largest ever resurfacing programmes got underway. This will be completed in early April 25.

» East of England local authorities collaborate to appeal for more Foster

Families - June 7000 in care - 150 new per month

Eleven local authorities across the East of England have joined forces in a bid to collectively recruit
more foster carers to look after some of the region’s most vulnerable children.

Suffolkis taking part in a new initiative for fostering under the banner Foster East. There is an urgent
need for foster carers in the East of England with more than 7,000 vulnerable children already in
the care of their local authority, and a further 150 children coming into care every month.

The is has led to having access to powerful new films promoting the importance of local

fostering. - on the Suffolk website. Visit fosterandadopt.suffolk.gov.uk

» Suffolk County Council Backs Youth Justice Plan with a focus on keeping

families together.

Suffolk County Council has backed the Youth Justice Plan 2024/25 at a meeting of Full Council
on 11" July.

The plan has a focus on supporting young people into education, training and employment and
reducing the numbers of young people offending, supporting the council’s ambition to keep more
families together and to keep Suffolk safe. Each year the Suffolk Youth Justice Management Board
produces a Youth Justice Plan for Suffolk.



Council’s shock at £600m Sunnica solar farm go-ahead in West Suffolk
— August 2024 - post election

Suffolk County Council has expressed its extreme disappointment that a huge solar farm has been
approved in West Suffolk. The Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, Ed Miliband
MP, has announced that approval had been granted for the Development Consent Order, as
proposed by Sunnica Ltd. The project will see 2,792 acres of solar panels and battery storage,
installed across parts of West Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. — Surrounding 3 villages.

Suffolk residents will be able to access electric vehicles on a short-term basis,
from next summer September announcement

A trial of electric community vehicles is set to launch next summer in Suffolk, with the tender
process beginning this autumn. Plug In Suffolk Car Clubs will be placing sixteen electric
vehicles across eight locations in Suffolk which local residents can book by the minute, hour
orday. Planned locations include Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds, Newmarket, Sudbury, Needham
Market, Stowmarket, Lowestoft and Woodbridge.

Members of the public interested in this project are urged to sign up to the mailing list to
receive updates as the project progresses — search: Plug in Suffolk Car Clubs - Mailing List.

Solar Together launches in Suffolk - September 2024 -

Residents of Suffolk can come together to invest in renewable energy sources through a
group-buying scheme for solar panels and battery storage. Solar Together Suffolk helps
homeowners feel confident that they are paying the right price for a high-quality installation
from qualified installers. Over 3000 residents had signed up by October 24

Richard from Bures, near Sudbury, recently shared his experience with Solar Together
Suffolk and said:

"Excellent! Solar Together Suffolk took all the hassle of finding a provider, and the group-buying
secured me a better discount than trying to do this on my own. It was a no-brainer.”

Suffolk County Council set on major investment to further protect Suffolk from
flooding as it calls on Government to ‘step up’ - October 24 - 12 months on from
Storm Babet.

e SCC set to agree £1.5 million to deliver first phase of works identified in initial flood
investigation reports

e  Authority calls on Government to recognise ongoing impact of Storm Babet and fund
£20 million of further prevention work urgently needed

e Extensive work already completed since Storm Babet including more than 111,000 drains
cleared and significant road repairs

The County Council leaders have proposed one council for Suffolk

One council for Suffolk would make delivering public services simpler, cheaper and quicker,
and better meet the needs of residents and businesses, county leaders have said.

Following a recent government announcement that Suffolk’s county, district and borough
councils will be replaced with a single-tier system, Suffolk County Council argues that
consolidating all services under one unitary authority is the only effective way to deliver
against the government’s criteria for local government reform.



The move would see all council services, such as waste collection and disposal, housing,
social care, planning, highways maintenance, leisure, school placements and travel and
street cleaning, all provided by one authority - rather than the six that currently exist in Suffolk.
Bringing together district, borough and county council functions is expected to reduce
duplication, lower administrative costs and ensure a more coordinated and cost-effective
approach to delivering essential services.

The council warns that splitting services among multiple bodies would force the duplication
of essential functions - such as social care, highways maintenance and schools - currently
managed at a county level.

The key benefits of one council are:

e Simpler for residents — one council would make it easier to understand and contact local
government

e Clearer accountability — there would be less confusion over who is responsible for what

¢ Better use of funding — a more coherent, strategic, financially sustainable, county-
wide approach to budgeting

e Better alignment of services - since everything is under one roof, services can be more
easily coordinated, creating opportunities to improve services for residents

e More efficient decision-making — with just one council, decisions can be made more
quickly

e Stronger leadership - a single, visible and accountable body providing a clear strategic
voice for Suffolk.

The council submitted its initial proposal to the government by 21 March, with a more detailed

business case to follow later in the year. The government will then undertake a public

consultation.

» Council’s budget prioritises vulnerable residents and essential services

Suffolk County Council has unveiled its proposed budget for 2025/26, with a strong
focus on supporting vulnerable residents across the county.

Under the proposals, the council’s net budget would rise by 6.7%, from £752.9 million
in 2024/25 to £803.7 million in 2025/26. Key allocations include:

e £18.1 million extra for children’s services, ensuring continued support for young
people and families in need

e £35.2 million extra for adult care, aimed at addressing the growing demand for social
care services.

To help fund these essential services, the council is proposing a 4.99% rise in
Council Tax. This would consist of a 2.99% increase in general Council Tax and an
additional 2% specifically for adult care services.

In conclusion may | thank all the Parish Council members and parishioners for their
support to me during the year.

James Finch - 27 May 2025
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