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BOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the MEETING held on Tuesday 22nd April 2025 at 7.00p.m. in the Village Hall, Boxford. 

 
PRESENT:  Cllrs L Wortley (Chair), D Warren, H Watts, C Lawson, P Watt. Z Rumsey (Clerk), and 4 
members of the public attended in person. No Video link was requested.  
 
1. Apologies:  

Cllrs K Couling & V Strafford, CCllr J Finch, DCllr Hurren. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest by Councillors:  
Cllr Lawson declared an interest in the Planning Application DC/25/01369 and did not take part in the 
discussion.  
 

3. Approval of Minutes of 25th March 2025:  
Accepted as correct. 
 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
Pot Holes – The large hole on School Hill has been filled but others are still present. The Clerk to email 
CCllr Finch to report.  
Housing Needs Survey – The meeting received an update from Hugh Phillips. The Executive Summary 
has been received and discussed with Community Action Suffolk and can now be made public 
knowledge, HP will email to The Clerk who will upload to the PC website. It was reported that out of 
610 surveys delivered, 190 were returned, which is a normal response.  
  

5. Questions from the Public: 
A resident wished to discuss the Planning Application DC/25/01457. She is the neighbour and has 
concerns regarding the impact on the surrounding Listed Buildings and the environment. The advised 
that the property in question is in a Conservation Area, although this has not been picked up in the 
application. There is a covenant on the barn on the Southern Elevation which has also not been taken 
into consideration. Cllr Wortley advised the resident that the matter will be discussed later in the 
meeting and her comments will be taken into consideration.  
A resident advised that the fencing by the stream on the Permissive path needs to be looked at.  
A resident commented that the centre of the village needs to be cleared, swept and gutters clearing.  
A resident wished to comment that the sign for “parking for Primrose Wood” has been removed from 
Goodlands. Cllr Watt mentioned that is possible that parking will be made at the end of the second set 
of houses. 
The meeting was informed that the resident of Ash Street has not been removed, the house is empty. 
Cllr Wortley reported that she has received correspondence from DCllr Hurren regarding the matter 
who advised that he was unable to make any comment as it is considered confidential.  
The ongoing parking issues at Brook Hall Road were again raised, Cllr Warren will enquire if there are 
any updates.  
A resident asked for an update on the Speed Limit reduction, Cllr Wortley advised that The Clerk has 
approved the changes by email and the matter is now with SCC. A resident suggested that we mimic 
Dedham’s safety campaign by putting “drive carefully” signs around the village made by the school 
children. It was agreed that this was a good idea and will be looked into.  
 

6. District Council Report: 
The attached report was received and distributed to Parish Councillors ahead of the meeting. As DCllr 
Hurren was not present at the meeting, it was not discussed.   
 

7. County Council Report: 
The attached report was received and distributed to Parish Councillors ahead of the meeting. CCllr 
Finch was not present at the meeting, it was not discussed.   
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8. Finance – Bank Balances and previously agreed payments for the January period.   

25th March 2025 Opening Bank Balances:  £105,612.85.   
 
Income: £36,954.94 50% precept 
 
The following pre-agreed payments paid: -  
 
04/04/25 HMRC £126.59 Employer Contribution 

  HMRC £227.00 Employer Contribution 
  Z Rumsey £454.09 March Wages 
  Boxford Village Hall £11.00 Extraordinary meeting 
  Starboard Systems £489.60 Scribe subscription 
  SLCC Enterprises £45.00 Clerk CiLCA Training 
  Boxford Village Hall £86.00 April Hall hire 
  E. ON £33.65 Bell House electricity 

    
The sum of the payments made was £1,472.93.   
 
22nd April 2025 Closing Bank balances: 
Community Account £62,208.51  
Deposit Account £34,368.14  
Reserve Account £44,518.21  
Total of £141,094.86 
 
Consider the following items: - 
a) Authorise payments   

Housing Needs Survey £2,176.62 
Charlie Smith £9,360.00 
Village Hall May £41.00  
SALC Internal Audit £394.40 
Mortimer Contracts £930.00 
SALC Membership £528.67 
Vertas £856.37 
SCC lighting column £2,767.84 

 It was resolved to approve all payments.  
b) Year End Accounts  

The Clerk provided the PC with a report from Scribe for the year end. There were a number of 
questions raised so it was resolved for the Clerk to look more into the accounts before approving.  

c) Internal Audit 
The Clerk advised that the Internal Audit was complete and has distributed the report prior to the 
meeting. In general, the report was positive, it was raised that the minutes should be signed by 
the Chair and advise was given for presenting the account for the external audit following the 
change from Income and Expenditure to Receipts and Payments.  

 
9. Planning – Report on Decisions from the Planning Authority. 

DC/25/00936 Riverhall, Ellis Street – Grant 
DC/25/00393 10 Ellis Street – Grant 
DC/24/04456 Land South of Calais Street – Granted with Conditions 
DC/25/01066 Twelve, 12 The Causeway – Raise no Objections 
DC/25/01123 The Grange – Raise no Objections  
DC/25/01337 43 Swan Street – Raise no Objections  
Consider the following items: -  
a) DC/25/01299 - Hildon House, Hawthorn Lane, Boxford, Sudbury Suffolk CO10 5JQ. Householder 

Application - Erection of cart lodge, replacement of garage doors with windows to main house, 
alterations to existing driveway, and associated works. It was resolved to raise no objection. 
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b) DC/25/01410 - 32 Swan Street, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5NZ. Householder Application - 
Erection of boundary wall (following demolition of existing). It was resolved to raise no objection. 

c) DC/25/01369 - 11 Boxford Lane, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5JU. Householder Application - 
Erection of a dropped kerb (separate access for No. 11 & No. 9). It was resolved to raised an 
objection based on the impact to the bus top and concerns about the restriction on parking.  

d) DC/25/01457 - The Grange, Stone Street, Boxford, Sudbury Suffolk CO10 5NR. Householder 
Application - Construct 16 No. Solar PV Panels to roof slope and Battery Storage. It was resolved 
to raised an objection based on the impact to the surrounding Listed Buildings and the local 
environment.  

e) DC/25/00687 - Kiln Place, Cox Hill, Boxford, CO10 5HR. Application under Section 73 of The Town 
and Country Planning Act for DC/22/03032 (single storey and first floor extensions) for the variation 
of Condition 2 (Approved plans and documents) to increase first floor bathroom size and change 
external material to cladding. It was resolved to raise no objection. 

f) DC/25/01175 - 21 Goodlands, Boxford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 5AA. Householder Application - 
Installation of 10x solar panels on the south elevation roof. It was resolved to raise no objection.  

g) Any other urgent planning matters:     
None received.  

 
10. Cemetery and Churchyard  

Cllr Warren advised that he wishes to make a Planning Application for works to trees in the cemetery, 
with the assistance of Wal. There a number of problems with some of the trees, some potentially 
dangerous.  
a) Prices for 2025/2026 

A list of prices for cemeteries in the area were distributed prior to the meeting. After discussion, it 
was resolved to raise the cemetery fees.  

 
11. Environmental and Ecology  

The Croft – Trees, Native or Ornamental? It was thought that there should be an emphasis on Native, 
if possible, but to potentially plant blossoming fruit trees. This will be raised at the APM.  
 

12. Public Realms  
Cllr Warren is to look into having a survey carried out on the trees around the village to establish a cost 
of works to potentially apply for a grant.  
 

13. Housing Needs Survey 
This was discussed in the public forum.  

 
14. Member’s Reports  

• Cllr Warren received a request for a contribution to the Boxford Friendship Group for providing 
refreshments at the APM. As a thank you to the BFG, it was resolved to donate £100.    

 
 
 

The chair declared the meeting closed at 21.13.  
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A Report for Boxford Parish Council Meeting on 22nd April 2025 
 From James Finch – County Councillor for the Stour Valley  

Tel:  01206 262993 (change)  Mobile 07545 423796  Email:  james.finch@suffolk.gov.uk 

 Council continues to oppose pylons in final round of consultations 
Suffolk County Council maintains that more can, and should, be done to improve National Grid’s plans for their 
Norwich to Tilbury pylon project. 
A final round of consultation for the project in Suffolk was completed on 3 March 2025, ahead of an expected 
Development Consent Order (DCO) application later this year. 
The county council has welcomed a series of changes to the latest set of plans, evidence that National Grid has 
listened to some of the council’s concerns and those of local communities.   However fundamental differences 
remain, with the council clear that offshore and undergrounding solutions should be priorities for the scheme. 
One blow came at the beginning of this latest consultation, with National Grid writing to local leaders in Norfolk 
and Suffolk saying that there would be no undergrounding in the Waveney Valley. 
At the next stage of the process, when the Planning Inspectorate is presented with the plans, the Suffolk County 
Council (SCC) will continue to pursue our preferences for no pylons at all, to make the scheme better and safer for 
our communities. But should pylons ultimately be given the go-ahead across Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex, despite our 
opposition, we will continue to work with National Grid to make sure communities are fairly treated and 
compensated – something which has not yet been evident. 
One of the considerable changes that SCC believes is possible in the current set of plans, is the option to remove 
some existing powerlines between Bramford and Lawford. SCC believes that National Grid, UK Power Networks and 
the regulator, Ofgem, should work together to investigate removing this line, which goes through two National 
Landscapes and passes close by the iconic Willy Lott’s cottage at Flatford. 
SCC’s response to the latest, and previous, consultations can be found at suffolk.gov.uk 

 97.5% of pupils receive a place at one of their preferred Secondary Schools on National Offer Day 
This year parents and carers of 97.5% of children were offered a place on National Offer Day at one of their three 
preferred schools and 91.9% were offered a place at their first preference school. 
SCC received 7831 applications from parents and carers indicating which secondary school they would prefer their 
child to transfer to in September 2025. 
Families who applied online can log in to the online service to see the school their child has been offered. They will 
also receive an email to confirm this offer unless they have indicated that they do not wish to. Letters will be sent 
to parents who made a paper application by second class post on the 3rd of March 2025. 
Once school places have been confirmed, parents and carers need to consider how their child will get to and from 
school. If their child is eligible for Suffolk County Council funded school travel, they will receive an email by Thursday 
3 April 2025 with details of how-to opt-in and when. 
Further information on secondary school admissions can be found at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions. 

 200 new specialist SEND places for Suffolk costing £18.6 million 
The creation of 200 new specialist places across the county for children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is set to be considered by Suffolk County Council’s cabinet. 
An extra 100 places could open this year for this year’s autumn term, and another 100 new places by 
September 2026, with further plans being drawn up. These places will be spread across Suffolk and 
tailored to meet need and demand with the objective of keeping pupils within the county and closer to 
home.  The plan presented to cabinet on 1st April outlines how £18.6million could best be spent to support 
the growing population of SEND children and young people who need specialist education. Over the last 
five years, Suffolk pupils accessing special schools and units attached to mainstream schools has increased 
by over 40%. 
The proposal includes 
 £3million to be spent on small groups and units in mainstream schools from September 2025 and  
 £12million to be spent on developing satellite units linked to existing special schools across Suffolk 

from September 2026.  
 The remaining £3.6million is earmarked for further SEND provision. 



In the past five years, 1,025 new specialist SEND places across Suffolk have been agreed 

 One new council is voted the best option for Suffolk 
SCC’s cabinet has approved an interim plan for local government reorganisation in Suffolk which was submitted to 
ministers on 21st March 25.  
 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/2025-03-21-suffolkcc-lgr-interim-plan-final.pdf 
 A full business case will be submitted in September 2025, following extensive engagement with residents, town 
and parish councils, businesses and local organisations. 

The key benefits of one council are:  
 Simpler for residents – one council would make it easier to understand and contact local 

government 
 Clearer accountability – there would be less confusion over who is responsible for what 
 Better use of funding – a more coherent, strategic, financially sustainable, county-wide approach 

to budgeting 
 Safer services - less risk of breaking up critical services like social care and better alignment with 

other agencies like health and the police 
 Better alignment of services – since everything is under one roof, services can be more easily 

coordinated, creating opportunities to improve services for residents 
 More efficient decision-making – with just one council, decisions can be made more quickly 
 Connected to and empowering residents - providing both the most straightforward and 

accountable democratic leadership with enhanced neighbourhood and community engagement 
 Stronger leadership – a single, visible and accountable body providing a clear strategic voice for 

Suffolk. 
Early indications of analysis carried out nationally by the County Council Network has demonstrated that 
a single unitary council for Suffolk would have a recurring financial benefit of almost £26 million a year – 
with the net benefit after 5 years being over £103 million. Local analysis of data suggests that the national 
figures are reasonable. The government has launched their engagement on their proposal to create a 
Mayoral Combined County Authority across Norfolk and Suffolk.  
Web link: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution  

 New Travel Toolkit to give young people the confidence to travel independently 
A new Travel Toolkit has been launched to help young people to feel confident to travel independently 
on public transport. 
The Independent Travel Toolkit is a website designed to assist young people in learning the skills needed 
for independent travel, featuring guidance for parents, guardians, carers, schools, and the young 
travellers themselves. The website is now live: www.independenttraveltoolkit.com. 

The Neurodiversity Awareness Week (17th-23rd March) highlighted the importance of being inclusive 
within our schools and communities to people who are neurodivergent - who think and learn a little 
differently than most people, such as young people with ADHD, Autism or Dyslexia. 
Using public transport can often be a challenge for neurodivergent young people. 

 East of England local authorities collaborate to appeal for more Foster Families   
Eleven local authorities across the East of England have joined forces in a bid to collectively recruit more foster 
carers to look after some of the region’s most vulnerable children. 
Suffolk is taking part in a new initiative for fostering under the banner Foster East. There is an urgent need for 
foster carers in the East of England with more than 7,000 vulnerable children already in the care of their local 
authorities, and a further 150 children coming into care every month. 
The is has led to having access to powerful new films promoting the importance of local fostering. – on the 
Suffolk website.  Visit fosterandadopt.suffolk.gov.uk 

My Priorities 
Education - Supporting Vulnerable People - Jobs and Growth - Localism and the Stour Valley -  

Building on Suffolk’s Strength all underpinned by strong financial management and fair council tax. 
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